The first couple of months of this year have found me preaching in
Utab, Colorade, Wyoming, Washington, South Dakota, and back to
Wyoming. God has given safety in travel though often plans had to be
modified. We were stranded in Wyoming for a night once and conldn’t get
through on our way to South Dakota on a second occasion. In both
incidents, we saw the protecting and providing hand of God. Thanks for
praying.

It has been especially encouraging to visit a new work getting started
in Anacortes, Washington. Pastor Tom Parr and bis dear wife Naomi
are doing a great job. Naomi was expecting a new child while we were
there. I visited the work with Pastor Jeff Estes who is one of their sup-
porting pastors from Idabo.  They have a good group of thirty to forty
Jolkes and are meeting in the Grange Hall. 1t is evident that God is at
work, and there is a sweet fellowship among these believers. Pray that
God will build a strong core of believers, that they will
see the lost reached and the church strengthened. Pray
also for the Parr’s financial support.

Another new work is well underway with the help of many churches.
I just signed the organizational papers for the Shelly Baptist Church.
Pastors John Lovegrove and Dennis Rodgers and their families, along
with Jim and Janine Deatherage, a former deacon of Berean Baptist in
Idaho Falls, have just started Sunday morning services. They held a
Bible study for the previous year on Sunday evenings. Pastor Lovegrove
reports that their average attendance in the first month has been seven-
teen. This is a great start for this new church. It is abvays amazing to
watch God build Fis church. They have some new believers that are
growing and some mature saints.  God has given them a good place to
meet that is affordable and has enough room to have Sunday School and
children’s chureh classes. Pray for God’s protection of this new
church and for numeric and spiritual growth.

A third work that is just getting organized and has not started yet
is one planned for Hayden, Colorado. There was a strong church in this
town for many years. Through unfortunate circumstances, the church
closed down a few years ago. God has led Bill and Misty Ditges to this
area 1o begin a new work in this town. Bill was raised in this area. He
was saved as a young adult and then called fo go to Bible college. Upon
returning to the West, God opened the door to return to his home town to
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interviewing a man who is interested in Mountain View Baptist Church
in Lander, Wyoming. The need here is for additional sup-
port for the one who takes this work. The church is able
to support but not at full support status. Pray that God
would supply the man and the money.

We also have need of someone to be called of God to a work in
Lake Andes, SD. It is a nice little town with an opportunity to minister
to Native Americans on the Yankton Stoux Reserve. "This work has a
beantiful little building, a nice workshop and a two bedroom prophets
chamber that wonld house a pastor until he is able to find other accom-
modations. There is a need for someone who has support to come and
pastor this work. Pray that God would raise up the right
man and his support to go to this needy area. Pray for
the reorganization of this work as it has recently gone
through difficult times.

Rathy and 1 will be going to Northland Baptist Bible College in
April to seeke new church planters. Pray that God would give us
contacts with the right students and that he would send
forth laborers into His field. Pray also that God would
give us contacts with existing pastors whom God would
choose to use in this area of sustaining existing works
that need a pastor.
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Lastly, 1 would ask prayer for Kathy and I as we
seek to further the cause of church planting in the West.
Sometimes the burden of these churches that God has
put on our heart is greater than we can bear. It drives us
back constantly to the well of His grace which is suffi-
cient. We would also ask you to pray for wisdom for us
as we work with the needs and problems these churches
face. James 1 promises wisdom for all that we have need
of and assures that God will supply without begrudging
us. We plead for your prayers in our behalf and for Jesus
sake and for God’s Glory.

Thank you for both your prayers and support for the work. May
God give you fruit that may abound to your account.

Privileged and called to serve in the West in your bebalf,

Ron and Kathy Ebmann
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